
Year 12
Curriculum 

2027



Year 12 Subjects

English Sciences
English Literary Studies Biology
English Chemistry
English as an Additional Language Physics
Essential English Psychology

Mathematics Design and Technology
Specialist Mathematics 
(to be completed with Mathematics Methods) Business Innovation

Mathematical Methods Child Studies
General Mathematics Digital Technologies: Applied Software Engineering
Essential Mathematics Food and Hospitality

Material Solutions
Photography

Health and Physical Education The Arts
Health and Wellbeing Dance
Outdoor Education Drama
Physical Education Media Arts: Creative Arts
Sports Studies Music: Solo & Ensemble Perform or Explorations

Visual Arts: Art Focus
Visual Arts: Design Focus

Humanities and Social Sciences Other
Geography Integrated Learning
Legal Studies Workplace Practices
Modern History

Language
Japanese



To Subjects Table

English Literary 
Studies

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Stage 1 English | Stage 1 
English Literary Studies at an 
A or B grade.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
A revision guide is 
recommended however not 
required.

Subject Description 
Students develop critical thinking skills to interpret texts, construct convincing 
arguments, and engage with diverse perspectives. They explore how literary texts 
represent culture and identity, and study the craft of authors to enhance their 
own creative and analytical writing.

Assessment school-based:
•	 Type 1: 50% Responding to Texts
•	 Type 2: 20% Creating Texts
•	 Type 3: Text Study - subject to external moderation

15% Comparative Text Study
15% Critical Reading Examination

Knowledge and Skills 
Students analyse literature - including prose, poetry, film, and drama - from a 
range of critical perspectives such as psychological, socioeconomic, historical, 
and feminist. They apply stylistic features, conventions, and literary devices in 
their own responses.

Transferable Skills 
Analysis, evaluation, planning, and literacy.

Leads To
Education, media, law, writing, research, marketing, public service, and more.

Contact 
Jess Rogers, Curriculum Leader 
Jess.Rogers359@schools.sa.edu.au

Subject Description 
Students analyse the relationships between author, text, and audience, exploring 
how language and literary devices shape ideas and perspectives across a range of 
contexts, with an emphasis on literature.

Assessment:
•	 Type 1: 30% Responding to Texts
•	 Type 2: 40% Creating Texts
•	 Type 3: 30% Comparative Analysis - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
Students analyse and evaluate a range of literary texts - including prose, poetry, 
film, and drama - examining perspectives, purpose, audience, stylistic features, 
and language conventions. They demonstrate their understanding through 
responses using a range of literary devices.

Transferable Skills 
Analysis, evaluation, planning, and literacy.

Leads To
Education, media, law, writing, research, marketing, public service, and more.

Contact 
Jess Rogers, Curriculum Leader 
Jess.Rogers359@schools.sa.edu.au

English

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Stage 1 English at a 
C grade or better.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Optional excursions may 
incur costs.

mailto:Jess.Rogers359%40schools.sa.edu.au?subject=
mailto:Jess.Rogers359%40schools.sa.edu.au?subject=


To Subjects Table

English as an 
Additional 
Language (EAL)

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Satisfactory completion of 
a full year of Stage 1 EAL. 
Limited to students who 
qualify for EAL instruction.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Nil

Subject Description 
Designed for students for whom English is a second or additional language or 
dialect. Students develop understanding of text structures, language features, 
and sociocultural aspects of English through a variety of oral, written, and 
multimodal texts. They build confidence creating texts for different purposes and 
develop skills for research and academic study.

Assessment:
•	 Type 1: 30% Academic Literacy Study
•	 Type 2: 40% Responses to Texts
•	 Type 3: 30% External Examination

Knowledge and Skills 
Students analyse perspectives, opinions, and language techniques across a range 
of texts and contexts, developing skills in text production, literacy, and language 
devices.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, literacy, and self-management.

Leads To
Foundation for further study and careers in communication-based fields such as 
journalism, marketing, advertising, and teaching.

Contact 
Jess Rogers, Curriculum Leader 
Jess.Rogers359@schools.sa.edu.au

Subject Description 
Students respond to and create texts across personal, social, cultural, and 
workplace contexts. They interpret information, ideas, and perspectives, and 
explore how language choices create meaning.

Assessment:
•	 30% Responding to Texts
•	 40% Creating Texts
•	 30% Language Study - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
Students extend communication skills across reading, viewing, writing, listening, 
and speaking. They examine language choices, conventions, and stylistic 
features across a range of texts, and analyse how language supports effective 
communication in real-world contexts.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, comprehension, analysis, and application.

Leads To
Practical literacy skills relevant to post-school study and training, including TAFE.

Contact 
Jess Rogers, Curriculum Leader 
Jess.Rogers359@schools.sa.edu.au

Essential English

By invitation only.

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Stage 1 English | Stage 1 
Essential English at a C grade 
or better.  

Students considering 
interstate tertiary study 
should check if this subject 
meets entry requirements.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Nil

mailto:Jess.Rogers359%40schools.sa.edu.au?subject=
mailto:Jess.Rogers359%40schools.sa.edu.au?subject=


To Subjects Table

Specialist 
Mathematics 

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Successful completion 
of Stage 1 Specialist 
Mathematics and concurrent 
enrolment in Stage 2 
Mathematical Methods 
required.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
A Casio fx-CG50AU graphics 
calculator is required 
(~$270.00). A revision guide 
purchased through the 
MASA website is also highly 
recommended. 

Mathematical 
Methods

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Successful completion 
of Stage 1 Mathematical 
Methods required. Stage 2 
Specialist Mathematics may 
be studied concurrently for 
students seeking deeper 
extension.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
A Casio fx-CG50AU graphics 
calculator is required 
(~$270.00). A revision guide 
purchased through the 
MASA website is also highly 
recommended. 

Subject Description 
For students who enjoy challenge and want to explore mathematics in its most 
advanced and abstract form. Students investigate complex numbers, vector 
calculus, proof, differential equations, and more, building the ability to construct 
rigorous mathematical arguments and solve high-level problems.

Assessment:
•	 50% Skills and Application Tasks
•	 20% Mathematical Investigation
•	 30% External Examination

Knowledge and Skills 
Complex numbers, vectors in two and three dimensions, functions and graphs, 
calculus including differential equations, proof, and mathematical structure.

Transferable Skills 
Logical reasoning, abstract thinking, mathematical modelling, structured problem 
solving, and written analysis.

Leads To
University study in mathematics, engineering, computer science, physics, and 
economics, particularly for careers in research, pure mathematics, and technical 
innovation.

Contact 
Jonathon Graham, Curriculum Leader 
Jonathon.Graham323@schools.sa.edu.au

Subject Description 
Students develop advanced algebraic, statistical, and calculus skills, exploring 
how these concepts model and solve problems in science, economics, health, 
and engineering. Builds strong mathematical foundations for university study and 
analytical careers.

Assessment:
•	 50% Skills and Application Tasks
•	 20% Mathematical Investigation
•	 30% External Examination

Knowledge and Skills 
Functions and graphs, derivatives and integrals, exponential and logarithmic 
functions, statistical models, and calculus applied through technology-enhanced 
tasks, investigations, and exam preparation.

Transferable Skills 
Analytical thinking, mathematical fluency, data analysis, critical reasoning, and 
preparation for university-level quantitative study.

Leads To
University courses in science, health, commerce, economics, engineering, 
mathematics, and technology — essential for fields where calculus and data 
analysis play a key role.

Contact 
Jonathon Graham, Curriculum Leader 
Jonathon.Graham323@schools.sa.edu.au



To Subjects Table

Subject Description 
Focuses on the practical application of mathematics to personal, business, and 
community contexts. Students explore budgeting, statistical analysis, planning, 
and modelling, building strong numeracy and problem-solving skills. Ideal for 
students interested in business, health sciences, social sciences, or trades.

Assessment:
•	 50% Skills and Application Tasks
•	 20% Mathematical Investigation
•	 30% External Examination

Knowledge and Skills 
Financial mathematics, statistics, linear and exponential modelling, matrices, 
networks and optimisation, and measurement and planning, applied through 
personalised investigations and real-world problem-solving projects.

Transferable Skills 
Budgeting, decision making, data interpretation, planning, and workplace-ready 
numeracy.

Leads To
University or TAFE courses in business, health, education, humanities, and ap-
plied trades — ideal for students needing strong numeracy for further study or 
the workforce.

Contact 
Jonathon Graham, Curriculum Leader 
Jonathon.Graham323@schools.sa.edu.au

General 
Mathematics 

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Successful completion of 
Stage 1 General Mathematics 
recommended.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
A Casio fx-CG50AU graphics 
calculator is required 
(~$270.00). A revision guide 
purchased through the 
MASA website is also highly 
recommended. 

Essential
Mathematics

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Successful completion of 
Stage 1 General Mathematics 
recommended.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
A Casio fx-CG50AU graphics 
calculator is required 
(~$270.00). A revision guide 
purchased through the 
MASA website is also highly 
recommended. 

Subject Description 
Focuses on practical mathematics for everyday life, work, and community 
settings. Students develop skills in financial decision-making, measurement, data 
analysis, and planning. Ideal for students looking to build numeracy confidence 
and apply mathematics to real-world situations including trades, administration, 
and service industries.

Assessment:
•	 50% Skills and Application Tasks
•	 20% Mathematical Investigations
•	 30% External Examination

Knowledge and Skills 
Personal finance, measurement and geometry, statistics and data analysis, scale 
and design, time management, planning, and estimation, applied through real-
life investigations such as budgeting, travel planning, and business operations.

Transferable Skills 
Workplace numeracy, financial literacy, time management, communication, and 
practical problem solving.

Leads To
TAFE and employment pathways where numeracy is valued, including trades, 
health services, retail, construction, and community-based work.

Contact 
Jonathon Graham, Curriculum Leader 
Jonathon.Graham323@schools.sa.edu.au



To Subjects Table

Biology

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Satisfactory completion of a 
full year of Stage 1 Biology.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
It is also highly recommended 
however, not compulsory, 
that a revision guide and|or 
workbook be purchased.

Subject Description 
Students build on prior biological knowledge to develop a sophisticated 
understanding of the molecular building blocks of living things and the complex 
interactions that make life possible. Core principles include structure and function, 
regulation and control, energy transformation, and the continuity of life through 
adaptation and change.

Assessment:
•	 30% Investigations Folio
•	 40% Skills and Applications Tasks
•	 30% External Examination

Knowledge and Skills 
DNA and proteins, cells as the basis of life, homeostasis, and evolution.

Transferable Skills 
Critical thinking, problem solving, planning, communication, teamwork, and 
technology.

Leads To
Medicine, zoology, forensics, conservation, genetic counselling, health sciences, 
biochemistry, ecology, biomedical research, agriculture, nursing, and veterinary 
science.

Contact 
Jade Vanzo, Curriculum Leader 
Jade.Vanzo921@schools.sa.edu.au

Chemistry

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Satisfactory completion of a 
full year of Stage 1 Chemistry.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
It is also highly recommended 
however, not compulsory, 
that a revision guide and|or 
workbook be purchased.

Subject Description 
Students develop their understanding of how the physical world is chemically 
constructed and how human activities interact with the environment. They 
explore how scientific understanding evolves with new evidence and technology, 
developing skills as critical thinkers investigating real-world challenges and 
solutions.

Assessment:
•	 30% Investigations Folio
•	 40% Skills and Applications Tasks
•	 30% External Examination

Knowledge and Skills 
Monitoring the environment, managing chemical processes, organic and 
biological chemistry, and managing resources. Students design investigations and 
explore innovations in chemistry related to global warming.

Transferable Skills 
Critical thinking, problem solving, planning, communication, teamwork, and 
technology.

Leads To
Medicine, zoology, forensics, conservation, genetic counselling, health sciences, 
biochemistry, ecology, biomedical research, agriculture, nursing, and veterinary 
science.

Contact 
Jade Vanzo, Curriculum Leader 
Jade.Vanzo921@schools.sa.edu.au



To Subjects Table

Physics

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Satisfactory completion of a 
full year of Stage 1 Physics.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
It is also highly recommended 
however, not compulsory, 
that a revision guide and|or 
workbook be purchased.

Subject Description 
Students use models, laws, and theories to understand matter, forces, energy, 
and their interactions. Physics seeks to explain natural phenomena from the 
subatomic world to the cosmos, with understanding built on thousands of years 
of observation, measurement, and experimentation.

Assessment:
•	 30% Investigations Folio
•	 40% Skills and Applications Tasks
•	 30% External Examination

Knowledge and Skills 
Motion and relativity, electricity and magnetism, and light and atoms. Students 
design experiments and explore great inventions in physics.

Transferable Skills 
Critical thinking, problem solving, planning, communication, teamwork, and 
technology.

Leads To
Engineering, nanotechnology, scientific research, geophysics, radiation therapy, 
medical imaging, astronomy, aerospace, surveying, and telecommunications.

Contact 
Jade Vanzo, Curriculum Leader 
Jade.Vanzo921@schools.sa.edu.au

Psychology

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Satisfactory completion of at 
least one semester of Stage 
1 Psychology or another 
Science-based subject.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
It is also highly recommended 
however, not compulsory, 
that a workbook be 
purchased.

Subject Description 
Psychology is the scientific study of human thoughts and behaviour, using 
experimentation, observation, and experience. Students gain insight into 
psychological knowledge they can apply to their own lives and relationships, 
becoming critical consumers of information and developing skills relevant to 
education, work, and everyday decision-making.

Assessment:
•	 30% Investigations Folio
•	 40% Skills and Applications Tasks
•	 30% External Examination

Knowledge and Skills 
Psychology of the individual, psychological health and wellbeing, organisational 
psychology, social influence, and the psychology of learning. Students participate 
in experimental research and explore psychological issues in society.

Transferable Skills 
Critical thinking, problem solving, planning, communication, teamwork, and 
technology.

Leads To
Psychology, health, education, counselling, human resources, marketing, 
criminology, and social and academic research.

Contact 
Jade Vanzo, Curriculum Leader 
Jade.Vanzo921@schools.sa.edu.au



To Subjects Table

Geography

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Stage 1 Geography 
recommended however not 
essential.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
It is highly recommended 
that students participate in 
an excursion|camp which will 
cost approximately $50. It 
is also highly recommended 
however, not compulsory, 
that a revision guide and|or 
workbook be purchased. 

Subject Description 
Students explore how people, places, and environments are connected and how 
these connections shape real-world challenges and opportunities. Using concepts 
like place, space, and sustainability, they examine patterns and trends through 
research and fieldwork, considering how we can live more fairly and sustainably.

Assessment:
•	 50% Geographical Skills and Applications
•	 20% Independent Geographical Fieldwork Report
•	 30% Exam (external)

Knowledge and Skills 
Climate change, population trends, globalisation, and inequality, exploring how 
environment, society, and economy are interconnected. Students also complete 
independent fieldwork on a local topic of their choice.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, problem solving, measurement, critical analysis, and evaluation.

Leads To
Archaeology, research, environmental sciences, outdoor education, urban 
planning, natural resource management, climate change adaptation, and 
teaching.

Contact 
Ben Phillips, Curriculum Leader 
Ben.Phillips437@schools.sa.edu.au

Legal Studies

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Nil

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
It is also highly recommended 
however, not compulsory, 
that a revision guide and|or 
workbook be purchased.

Subject Description 
Students explore the Australian legal system from local laws to global 
connections, examining its strengths and weaknesses. Topics include how laws 
reflect community values, constitutional government, law-making processes, and 
the justice system’s role in resolving disputes, including its impact on Indigenous 
Australians.

Assessment:
•	 50% Folio
•	 20% Inquiry
•	 30% Exam - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
The influences that have shaped the Australian legal system, analysis of different 
legal perspectives, and evaluation of the system’s strengths and weaknesses.

Transferable Skills 
Analytical thinking, critical thinking, communication, literacy, and problem 
solving.

Leads To
Law, business, advocacy, criminology, journalism, politics, diplomacy, policing, 
philosophy, and psychology.

Contact 
Ben Phillips, Curriculum Leader 
Ben.Phillips437@schools.sa.edu.au



To Subjects Table

Modern History

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Stage 1 Modern History 
desirable however not 
required.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
It is also highly recommended 
however, not compulsory, 
that a revision guide and|or 
workbook be purchased.

Subject Description 
Students explore how relationships between nations and groups have shaped 
the world since 1900. Key topics include Germany from 1900 to 1948 (including 
Nazi rule) and the causes and effects of the Cold War, focusing on the rivalry 
between the USA and USSR. Students study historical sources, analyse different 
perspectives, and build well-supported historical arguments.

Assessment:
•	 50% Historical Skills
•	 20% Historical Study
•	 30% Exam - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
How countries interact politically and economically, the pursuit of power and 
influence by nations, and how to examine sources, analyse viewpoints, and draw 
well-supported historical conclusions.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, critical analysis, evaluation, and source analysis.

Leads To
History, archaeology, journalism, literature, research, and teaching.

Contact 
Ben Phillips, Curriculum Leader 
Ben.Phillips437@schools.sa.edu.au

Health and 
Wellbeing

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Stage 1 Health desirable 
however not required. 
Students should have a 
willingness to take action to 
improve the health of self 
and others.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Nil

Subject Description 
Students explore and analyse influences on health and wellbeing, developing 
skills as advocates for change. They consider moral and ethical perspectives, 
evaluate current trends, and take action to promote positive health outcomes for 
individuals, communities, and global society.

Assessment:
•	 40% Initiative
•	 30% Folio
•	 30% Inquiry - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
Health literacy, health determinants, social equity, and health promotion, explored 
through individual, community, and global contexts. Students plan, implement, 
and evaluate real initiatives to improve health outcomes.

Transferable Skills 
Teamwork, initiative, enterprise, and self-management.

Leads To
Nursing, physiotherapy, psychology, medicine, and the broader health industry.

Contact 
Steve Aulert, Curriculum Leader 
Steve.Aulert417@schools.sa.edu.au



To Subjects Table

Physical Education

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Successful completion of 
Stage 1 Physical Education.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Nil

Subject Description 
Learning is structured around three focus areas — in movement, through 
movement, and about movement — delivered through a wide range of physical 
activities including sports, theme-based games, fitness, and recreational activities. 
Students explore movement concepts and strategies to improve participation 
and performance.

Assessment:
•	 30% Diagnostics
•	 40% Improvement Analysis
•	 30% Group Dynamics (external)

Knowledge and Skills 
Theory modules covering Exercise Physiology and Physical Activity, and Skill 
Acquisition and the Biomechanics of Movement.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, planning and organisation, teamwork, and technology.

Leads To
Education, sports administration, coaching, exercise physiology, and sports 
science.

Contact 
Steve Aulert, Curriculum Leader 
Steve.Aulert417@schools.sa.edu.au

Outdoor Education

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
1 semester of Stage 1 
Outdoor Education.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
$700 for equipment, 
transport, site hire, and 
instructor charges.

Subject Description 
Students develop an understanding of the relationships between human actions 
and ecosystems, critically analysing these to contribute to conservation and 
sustainability. The course provides opportunities for personal growth, self-
confidence, leadership, and collaborative skills through a range of outdoor 
journeys and reflective practice.

Forktree Farm, Fleurieu Peninsula (2-day), Kayaking camp, Chowilla (3-day), 
self-reliant bushwalking camp, Flinders Ranges or Deep Creek (3-day), First Aid 
Certificate attainment. 

Assessment:
•	 20% About Natural Environments
•	 50% Experiences in Natural Environments
•	 30% Connections with Natural Environments

Knowledge and Skills 
Environmental systems and human impacts, self-management in outdoor settings, 
leadership, group management, risk assessment, planning, and minimising 
environmental impact.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, planning and organisation, teamwork, and technology.

Leads To
Career working in the conservation, environmental science, and tourism 
industries.

Contact 
Steve Aulert, Curriculum Leader 
Steve.Aulert417@schools.sa.edu.au



To Subjects Table

Sports Studies

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Completion of Year 11 PE 
or Year 11 Sports Studies. 
Enrolment is overseen by 
the HPE Leader based on 
learning needs and prior HPE 
achievement.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
$100 for excursion and 
transport.

Subject Description 
Focuses on skill development, coaching, fitness, and active lifestyles, with 
an emphasis on planning, organisation, collaboration, and communication. 
Students explore their physical capacities and investigate factors that influence 
participation and performance.

Assessment:
•	 Type 1: 40% Practical Inquiry
•	 Type 2: 30% Connections
•	 Type 3: 30% Personal Endeavour

Knowledge and Skills 
Sport-specific knowledge and skills, collaborative work, communication, self-
reflection, and applying capabilities in physical activity contexts.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, planning and organisation, teamwork, and technology.

Leads To
Education, sports administration, coaching, exercise physiology, sports science, 
and VET courses.

Contact 
Steve Aulert, Curriculum Leader 
Steve.Aulert417@schools.sa.edu.au

Business 
Innovation

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
None, though satisfactory 
completion of Stage 1 
Business Innovation would be 
beneficial.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

 Costs
Additional costs may apply 
for projects exceeding 
the allocated per-student 
amount.

Subject Description 
Students develop the knowledge and skills to design, create, and transform 
businesses in the digital age. Taking a hands-on approach, they identify real-
world problems and design, test, and communicate viable business solutions. 
They explore opportunities and challenges in start-up and existing businesses, 
consider how emerging technologies can enhance business, and analyse the 
impact of business models on local and global communities.

Assessment:
•	 40% Business Skills
•	 30% Business Model
•	 30% Business Plan and Pitch - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
Finding and innovatively solving problems, financial awareness, decision-making, 
business structure and functions, ownership, and legal responsibilities.

Transferable Skills 
Analytical thinking, communication, leadership, problem solving, teamwork, time 
management, critical and creative thinking.

Leads To
Commerce, finance, accountancy, marketing, human resources, sales. 
Entrepreneurship across industries including small business ownership, fashion, 
health, insurance, and construction.

Contact 
Emma Molloy, Curriculum Leader 
Emma.Molloy573@schools.sa.edu.au



To Subjects Table

Child Studies

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
None, though satisfactory 
completion of Year 10 or 
Stage 1 Child Studies would 
be beneficial.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Students may need to supply 
some materials beyond 
the provided budget. To be 
negotiated with the class 
teacher.

Subject Description 
Students explore the growth and development of children from conception to 8 
years old. They critically analyse perspectives on parenting and caregiving, and 
develop skills in research, management, and practical applications focused on 
infant and early childhood development. Students interact directly with children 
in Reception, Years 1 and 2 at local primary schools, providing genuine hands-on 
learning experiences

Assessment:
•	 50% Practical Activity Tasks
•	 20% Group Activity Task
•	 30% Investigation - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
Behavioural, cognitive, language and communication, physical, social, and 
emotional development of children.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, problem solving, and teamwork.

Leads To
VET and university programs in early childhood education and teaching. Skills 
support career pathways in primary education, nursing, midwifery, childcare 
educator and management.

Contact 
Emma Molloy, Curriculum Leader 
Emma.Molloy573@schools.sa.edu.au

Digital 
Technologies:
Applied Software 
Engineering

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Satisfactory completion of 
Year 10 Digital Technologies, 
Stage 1 Digital Technologies, 
or equivalent experience.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Equipment and materials 
may be required. To to be 
negotiated with the class 
teacher.

Subject Description 
Students apply computational thinking to solve real-world problems using AI 
engineering and programming languages, including Java and Python. They analyse 
data and AI systems, explore ethical considerations around AI, cryptocurrency, 
and automation.  Students design digital solutions through project-based learning 
— which may take the form of websites, games, applications, or wearable 
technology.

Assessment:
•	 50% Project Skills Tasks
•	 20% Collaborative Project
•	 30% Individual Digital Solution - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
Computational thinking, algorithms, data analysis, abstraction and decomposition, 
programming, and designing practical digital solutions.

Transferable Skills 
Programming, data analytics, innovation, computational thinking, communica-
tion, collaboration, and interdisciplinary learning.

Leads To
Software engineering, artificial intelligence, aerospace engineering, cybersecurity, 
and defence — key growth employment areas in South Australia.

Contact 
Emma Molloy, Curriculum Leader 
Emma.Molloy573@schools.sa.edu.au



To Subjects Table

Food and 
Hospitality

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Year 10 Food Technology, 
Stage 1 Food & Hospitality, or 
equivalent experience.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Students may need to 
contribute some materials 
above the allocated per-
student amount. To be 
negotiated with the class 
teacher.

Subject Description 
Students critically examine contemporary and future issues within the food and 
hospitality industry, exploring the influence of economic, environmental, legal, 
socio-cultural, and technological factors at local, national, and global levels. 
Students plan, prepare, and cater events for groups inside and outside the school 
community, with opportunities to explore recent developments and current food 
trends.

Assessment:
•	 50% Practical Activity Tasks
•	 20% Group Activity Task
•	 30% Investigation - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
Contemporary responses to changing eating patterns, healthy eating, and current 
trends within the food and hospitality industry.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, problem solving, and teamwork.

Leads To
VET pathways including Certificate II in Kitchen Operations, food Processing, and 
Certificate III in Hospitality. Careers opportunities in hospitality, food services, 
and tourism, including chef, hotel and event management, catering, café and 
barista work.

Contact 
Emma Molloy, Curriculum Leader 
Emma.Molloy573@schools.sa.edu.au

Material Solutions

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Year 10 Material 
Construction, Year 10 Fashion 
Design, Stage 1 Woodwork, 
Stage 1 Metalwork, or 
equivalent experience.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Additional costs may apply 
for projects exceeding 
the allocated per-student 
amount.

Subject Description 
Students pursue their own interests in manufacturing by developing product 
solutions for self-identified problems using traditional and advanced techniques 
with wood, metals, textiles, and|or plastics. This project-based subject focuses 
on documenting the design process and justifying decisions made throughout 
production. Students will use computer-aid design software to design and 
communicate their product.

Assessment:
•	 20% Specialised Skills Tasks
•	 50% Design Process and Product
•	 30% Resource Study - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
Measuring, working to scale, investigating, designing, authentic testing and 
data collection, and critical analysis, applied through 2D and 3D modelling and 
practical workshop production.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, project management, problem solving, self-management, team-
work, and technology.

Leads To
Construction, engineering, and design industries, with practical skills supporting 
apprenticeships and careers in the construction industry.

Contact 
Emma Molloy, Curriculum Leader 
Emma.Molloy573@schools.sa.edu.au
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Photography

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Year 10 Photography, Stage 
1 Photography (natural or 
artificial light), or equivalent 
experience.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Additional costs may apply 
for projects exceeding 
the allocated per-student 
amount.

Subject Description 
Students develop an in-depth understanding of digital SLR photography, image 
manipulation, and the role of photography in society and industry. They work 
across natural and artificial lighting, creative techniques, and commercial 
product design, documenting their design process from investigation through to 
evaluation. Presenting a final series of photographs in a photography exhibition.

Assessment:
•	 20% Specialised Skills Tasks
•	 50% Design Process and Product
•	 30% Resource Study - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
Digital SLR camera operations, depth of field, shutter speed, creative photographic 
techniques, post-processing, and image manipulation using natural and artificial 
lighting.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, planning and organisation, problem solving, self-management, 
and technological thinking.

Leads To
Commercial, fashion,  fine art photography, journalism, media, film and television, 
graphic design, digital content creation, social media, advertising, and marketing. 

Contact 
Emma Molloy, Curriculum Leader 
Emma.Molloy573@schools.sa.edu.au

Dance

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Background in Year 8, 
9, 10, or Stage 1 Dance, 
or Certificate II Dance, 
Gymnastics, or Calisthenics.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
$60 for specialist workshop.

Subject Description 
Students develop creativity, self-discipline, confidence, and personal identity 
through collaborative and creative experiences. They build practical movement, 
choreographic, and performance skills, exploring the role of dance in diverse 
contexts and celebrating the human condition. Dance is considered both as an 
art form and as a pathway to mental and physical wellbeing.

Assessment:
•	 40% Performance Portfolio
•	 30% Dance Contexts
•	 30% Skills Development Portfolio

Knowledge and Skills 
Dance technique across a range of genres, choreography, performance skills, 
dance terminology, and Dance in Contexts.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, initiative, enterprise, and self-management.

Leads To
Choreography, Dance Star performer|choreographer, performer|choreographer 
roles in school productions and cabaret. Dance education, dance teaching, 
performance, musical theatre, Certificate III and IV in Dance, Creative Arts degree, 
and Musical Theatre degree.

Contact 
Katrina Constantopoulos, Curriculum Leader 
Katrina.Constantopoulos574@schools.sa.edu.au
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Drama

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Year 10 or Stage 1 Drama 
desirable however not 
required.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
$40 for theatre show.

Subject Description 
Students develop professional-level skills in drama through a Creative Arts 
course, taking on-stage or off-stage roles in the creation and presentation of 
productions. These may include musicals, plays, concerts, digital media, film, 
community performances, and installations. The focus is on practical application 
and documentation of the artistic process.

Assessment:
•	 50% Products
•	 20% Investigation
•	 30% Documentation of Skills

Knowledge and Skills 
Stylistic skills, genre-specific terminology, reflective evaluation, and arts project 
management, developing creativity, individuality, confidence, and self-esteem.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, planning and organisation, problem solving, self-management, 
and teamwork.

Leads To
Workshops with professional artists and performers, excursions to view 
live theatre, and after-hours rehearsals and evening performances. Theatre 
performance, theatre design and technical roles (lighting, sound, costume, set, 
props, makeup), and tertiary pathways including Bachelor of Arts, Creative Arts, 
Music Theatre, Media, Teaching (The Arts), and Diploma in Arts.

Contact 
Katrina Constantopoulos, Curriculum Leader 
Katrina.Constantopoulos574@schools.sa.edu.au

Media Arts: 
Creative Arts

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Stage 1 Media Arts, Year 10 
Media Arts, or Year 9 Media 
Arts preferred.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Nil

Subject Description 
Students develop creative artworks using industry-standard Adobe CC software 
including Photoshop, Animate, Illustrator, Premiere Pro, After Effects, and 
Audition. They build a digital portfolio of works suitable for use beyond school in 
creative careers or tertiary applications.

Assessment:
•	 50% Products
•	 20% Inuiry
•	 30% Practical Skills Folio

Knowledge and Skills 
Students specialise in a chosen creative arts form — which may include 
filmmaking, digital artwork, motion graphics, digital painting, 3D modelling, or 
2D animation, and develop research skills through the study of a selected creative 
arts practitioner.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, planning and organisation, problem solving, and technology.

Leads To
Creation of high-level artworks using industry-standard software, with work 
displayed at the end-of-year SACE Exhibition. Tertiary study at TAFE or university, 
with preparation for professional careers in creative and media industries.

Contact 
Katrina Constantopoulos, Curriculum Leader 
Katrina.Constantopoulos574@schools.sa.edu.au



Music:
Solo and Ensemble 
Performance or 
Music Explorations

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Background in Year 8, 
9, 10, or Stage 1 Dance, 
or Certificate II Dance, 
Gymnastics, or Calisthenics.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
$60 for optional specialist 
workshop.

Subject Description 
Students choose from two pathways:
Solo and Ensemble Performance: Two combined 10-credit subjects focusing 
on live music performance. Students complete three live performances (6–8 
minutes each) across a range of styles, plus two written assessments discussing 
their chosen works, learning journey, and performance strategies.

Music Explorations:  A flexible course allowing students to explore performing, 
composing, arranging, and music technology through experimentation. Students 
develop musical literacy, create an original song with commentary, and build a 
folio of experimental musical products.

Assessment:
Solo and Ensemble Performance
30% Performance
40% Performance and Discussion
30% Performance Portfolio - subject to external moderation

Music Explorations
30% Musical Literacy Tasks
40% Explorations Portfolio and Commentary
30% Creative Connections - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
Stylistic musical skills, musical terminology, reflective evaluation, and arts project 
management.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, initiative, enterprise, and self-management.

Leads To
Music performance, musical theatre, music teaching, music marketing and 
management, journalism, media and film, music therapy, and tertiary pathways 
including Certificate III–IV in Music, Diploma of Music, and Bachelor of Music.

Contact 
Katrina Constantopoulos, Curriculum Leader 
Katrina.Constantopoulos574@schools.sa.edu.au

To Subjects Table
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Visual Arts: 
Art Focus

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Stage 1 Visual Arts

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Nil

Subject Description 
Students refine their personal artistic style across a range of media including 
painting, drawing, printmaking, textiles, sculpture, ceramics, photography, or 
digital art. They produce a body of work supported by a folio demonstrating their 
creative process, with final artworks displayed at the SACE Exhibition.

Assessment:
•	 30% Practical
•	 40% Folio
•	 30% Visual Study_- subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
Developing a personal aesthetic to guide the creative process, consolidating and 
extending prior knowledge of visual arts techniques and concepts.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, planning and organisation, problem solving, and technology.

Leads To
Exhibition at the Blackwood SACE Art|Technology Exhibition and the SACE Art 
Show at AC Arts, with the opportunity to develop a portfolio for applications to 
art institutions locally and interstate. University, TAFE, and employment pathways 
in visual and applied arts, crafts, ceramics, and photography.

Contact 
Katrina Constantopoulos, Curriculum Leader 
Katrina.Constantopoulos574@schools.sa.edu.au

Visual Arts: 
Design Focus

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Stage 1 Design

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Nil

Subject Description 
Students deepen their understanding of one of three core design areas — Product 
Design, Environmental Design, or Visual Communication — responding to 
complex design challenges that may involve graphic design, packaging, branding, 
illustration, architectural concepts, or interior design. Each student develops a 
comprehensive design folio documenting the entire design process, with final 
designs displayed at the SACE Exhibition.

Assessment:
•	 30% Practical
•	 40% Folio
•	 30% Visual Study - subject to external moderation

Knowledge and Skills 
Industry-based software and design processes across specialised areas including 
Environmental Design (architecture, urban planning, interior design), Product 
Design (furniture, electronics, fashion, lighting), and Visual Communication 
Design (graphic design and illustration).

Transferable Skills 
Communication, planning and organisation, problem solving, and technology.

Leads To
Exhibition at the Blackwood SACE Art|Technology Exhibition and the SACE Art 
Show at AC Arts, with the opportunity to develop a portfolio for applications to 
art institutions locally and interstate. University, TAFE, and employment pathways 
in graphic design, illustration, marketing, architecture, and interior design.

Contact 
Katrina Constantopoulos, Curriculum Leader 
Katrina.Constantopoulos574@schools.sa.edu.au
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Japanese

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Successful completion of 
Stage 1 Japanese.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Optional excursions may incur 
costs.

Subject Description 
Students interact with others and create texts in Japanese to share information, 
ideas, opinions, and experiences. They analyse texts to interpret meaning, 
explore the relationship between language, culture, and identity, and reflect on 
how culture influences communication. Themes include the Individual, Japanese 
Speaking Communities, and the Changing World.

Assessment:
•	 70% School-based (written and spoken interaction, text production, text 

analysis, and investigation)
•	 30% External Examination

Knowledge and Skills 
Students build on their language and cultural knowledge from previous study, 
developing a broader range and diversity of Japanese language skills.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, problem solving, critical and creative thinking, intercultural 
understanding, and teamwork.

Leads To
Pathways to accelerated university study in Japanese.

Contact 
Sarah Andrews, Curriculum Leader 
Sarah.Andrews896@schools.sa.edu.au

Integrated Learning

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
By invitation only. Suitability 
must be confirmed with 
Senior Years Leadership. 
Designed for students who 
have completed a VET 
course in Year 11 and wish to 
continue that career pathway, 
school-based apprentices, or 
students involved in external 
performance groups.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Costs may apply for industry-
specific materials and 
resources not available at 
school.

Subject Description 
Students choose from two streams:
Trades:  Students work closely with industry professionals to continue their 
journey towards employment in a trades or VET-related pathway. Students must 
actively seek out and engage with industry professionals to complete tasks.

Performance: For students actively involved in external performance groups such 
as bands, Fringe performers, calisthenics competitors, or dance troupes.

Assessment:
•	 40% Practical Inquiry
•	 30% Connections
•	 30% Personal Endeavour - subject to external moderation.

Knowledge and Skills 
Personal performance and skill development, industry-specific skills, and 
employability skills including SACE General Capabilities.

Transferable Skills 
Analysis, evaluation, planning, and literacy.

Leads To
Increased awareness and skill development in the student’s chosen area of 
industry or performance.

Contact 
Amanda Aulert Year 10–12 Learning Improvement and SACE Coordinator 
Amanda.Aulert347@schools.sa.edu.au
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Workplace 
Practices

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Students must be 
participating in a VET 
pathway or have a part-time 
job, with access to 60 hours 
of work to undertake this 
subject.

Assessment
A+ to E- grades
20 SACE credits

Costs
Nil

Subject Description 
Students further develop their understanding of the changing world of work, job-
seeking skills, and career development. Practical experience in work or training 
forms the basis of the course, making it particularly advantageous when combined 
with VET study.

Assessment:
•	 25% Folio
•	 25% Performance
•	 30% Investigation
•	 20% Reflection

Knowledge and Skills 
Industry concepts and issues, job-seeking skills, self-analysis, and skills auditing. 
Students complete a full employment-seeking task including researching options, 
job applications, and a mock interview with a recruitment professional.

Transferable Skills 
Communication, initiative, enterprise, planning and organisation, and self-
management.

Leads To
Part-time or full-time work, vocational training, tertiary study, apprenticeships, 
and traineeships across a wide range of industries.

Contact 
Amanda Aulert Year 10–12 Learning Improvement and SACE Coordinator 
Amanda.Aulert347@schools.sa.edu.au


