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Year 8 Subjects

All students study seven subjects in each semester, a total of fourteen subjects for the year.

Compulsory Subjects: 2 semesters

English

Humanities and Social Sciences

Mathematics

Science

Language: German OR Japanese

Compulsory Subjects: 1 semester

Health and Physical Education (not for Boys AFL and Netball students)

Design and Technology: 1 term Food, 1 term Material

The Arts: 1 term Visual Arts, 1 term Performing Arts (Dance or Drama or Music)

Free Choice Subjects: 1 semester - choose 1

Digital Technologies: Genie in the Code

Food and Textiles

Specialist Performing Arts

Specialist Visual Arts

Sport Science

Special Interest Sport Programs (by application)
e Boys AFL students study AFL Football instead of Health and Physical Education
e Netball students study Netball instead of Health and Physical Education

Note: Free Choice Subjects are not available for AFL and Netball students.




English

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Nil

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs
Optional excursions may incur
costs.

Humanities and
Social Sciences

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Nil

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs
$10 each for optional
excursions.

Subject Description
Students engage with increasingly complex texts to deepen their understanding
of literature, language, and literacy.

Knowledge and Skills

Students explore how text structures and language vary for different purposes
and audiences. They develop skills to critically interpret texts, question source
reliability, and recognise different viewpoints. Students also create texts designed
to influence and engage audiences, and build confidence through discussions and
presentations.

Transferable Skills
Analysis, critical thinking, communication, editing, literacy, and technology.

Leads To

Year 9 English. Pathways to education, media, law, writing, research, marketing,
public service, and more.

Contact
Jess Rogers, Curriculum Leader
Jess.Rogers359@schools.sa.edu.au

Subject Description

Students explore history, geography, business, economics, civics and citizenship.
History covers the period between the ancient and modern worlds (650—1750).
Geography examines landforms and how countries and cities are changing.
Business and Economics looks at the choices people, businesses, and governments
make when using resources. The subject is linked with English to build reading,
writing, and communication skills. Civics and Citizenship explores Australia’s
political and legal systems, citizenship, and diversity.

Knowledge and Skills

The Feudal System, Polynesian expansion, coastal geomorphology, migration,
urbanisation, government structures, business and economic structures in
Australian society and citizenship rights and responsibilities.

Transferable Skills
Communication, critical analysis, empathy, ethical understanding, intercultural
understanding, and source analysis.

Leads To
Year 9 Humanities and Social Sciences. Pathways to geology, archaeology, history,
legal studies, politics, business, and geography.

Contact

Ben Phillips, Curriculum Leader
Ben.Phillips437@schools.sa.edu.au

To Subjects Table
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Mathematics

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Successful completion of Year

7 Mathematics.

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs

A Casio fx-82AU PLUS Il
scientific calculator is highly
recommended (~$45.00).

Science

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Nil

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs
Nil

Subject Description

Students build on their Year 7 foundations, exploring indices, linear equations,
data displays, angles, and graphing on the Cartesian plane. They strengthen their
ability to explain their thinking and apply mathematics to everyday situations.

Knowledge and Skills
Number, algebra, measurement, space, statistics, and probability. Students apply
their learning through investigations and hands-on problem solving.

Transferable Skills
Problem solving, mathematical reasoning, pattern recognition, and visual
thinking.

Leads To
Year 9 Mathematics, supporting future study in STEM and extension mathematics
electives.

Contact
Jonathon Graham, Curriculum Leader
Jonathon.Graham323@schools.sa.edu.au

Subject Description

Students explore key ideas in biology, chemistry, physics, and earth and space,
learning how science helps us understand and solve real-world problems through
hands-on experiments and investigations.

Knowledge and Skills

Cells and body systems, earth’s layers and tectonic plates, energy transfer, and
chemical and physical changes. Students develop skills in planning investigations,
collecting data, and communicating findings.

Transferable Skills
Critical thinking, problem solving, communication, teamwork, and technology.

Leads To
Year 9 Science. Pathways to medicine, engineering, IT, health, veterinary science,
agriculture, research, conservation, and more.

Contact

Jade Vanzo, Curriculum Leader
Jade.Vanzo921@schools.sa.edu.au

To Subjects Table



German

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites
Students must continue the
same language throughout
their two-year compulsory
language study.

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs
Optional excursions or
incursions may incur costs.

Japanese

Length
2 semesters

Prerequisites

Students must continue the
same language throughout

their two-year compulsory

language study.

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs
Optional excursions or
incursions may incur costs.

Subject Description

Building on Year 7, students develop more confidence as communicators,
expressing complex ideas using a wider range of vocabulary and sentence
structures. They continue to develop speaking, listening, reading, and writing
skills while exploring aspects of life in German-speaking countries.

Knowledge and Skills
Topics include pets, everyday life, food and drinks, birthdays, transport, and
clothes, explored through texts, films, music, and digital resources.

Transferable Skills
Communication, problem solving, critical and creative thinking, intercultural
understanding, and teamwork.

Leads To

Year 9 German. Pathways to senior school student exchange, international
business, tourism, hospitality, diplomacy, translation, law, journalism, language
education, and defence.

Contact
Sarah Andrews, Curriculum Leader
Sarah.Andrews896@schools.sa.edu.au

Subject Description

Building on Year 7, students expand their vocabulary, improve sentence writing,
and express more detailed ideas about themselves and the world. They develop
reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills with greater confidence while
learning more about daily life, traditions, and popular culture in Japan.

Knowledge and Skills

Using hiragana, katakana, and kanji, topics include time, activities and transport,
school subjects and timetables, daily routines, and hobbies, explored through
texts, audio, films, music, and digital resources.

Transferable Skills
Communication, problem solving, critical and creative thinking, intercultural
understanding, and teamwork.

Leads To
Year 9 Japanese. Pathways to international business, tourism, hospitality,
diplomacy, translation, law, journalism, language education, and defence.

Contact

Sarah Andrews, Curriculum Leader
Sarah.Andrews896@schools.sa.edu.au

To Subjects Table



Health and Physical
Education

(not for Boys AFL and Netball
students)

Length
1 semester

Prerequisites
Nil

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs
Nil

Sport Science

Length
1 semester

Prerequisites
Nil

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs
Nil

Subject Description

Students develop skills and movement patterns across a variety of physical
activities including striking and fielding games, court games, invasion games, and
athletics. Health topics cover adolescent wellbeing, relationships, sexuality, and
current issues such as drugs.

Knowledge and Skills

Health information relevant to adolescent development, relationships, and
respect. Students build an appreciation for lifelong participation in physical
activity through enjoyable and varied experiences.

Transferable Skills
Communication and teamwork.

Leads To

Year 9 Health and Physical Education, Sport Science, Outdoor Endeavours,
and Girls AFL. Use of varied equipment, outdoor spaces, and the gymnasium.
Technology including iPads, music, heart rate monitors, and GPS trackers, plus
interactions with visiting instructors in self-defence.

Contact
Steve Aulert, Curriculum Leader
Steven.Aulert417@schools.sa.edu.au

Subject Description

Students explore a range of activities complementing the compulsory HPE subject,
including handball, netball, futsal, touch, and other team games. There is an
emphasis on skill development, fitness, and commitment, with theory covering
fitness components, training methods, and training principles as a foundation for
senior physical education.

Knowledge and Skills
Game awareness, skill development, and communication through participation in
a variety of physical activities.

Transferable Skills
Communication and teamwork.

Leads To

Year 9 Health and Physical Education, Sport Science, and Girls AFL. Use of varied
equipment, outdoor spaces, and the gymnasium, with technology including
iPads, music, heart rate monitors, and GPS trackers.

Contact

Steve Aulert, Curriculum Leader
Steven.Aulert417 @schools.sa.edu.au

To Subjects Table



Boys AFL

Length
Years 7-9 minimum 3 full years

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs

The program includes High
Performance Coaching (HPC)
delivery:

Year 7: $260
Year 8: $355
Year 9: $325
Year 10: $380
Year 11: $230

A Blackwood High School
football uniform is also
required (¥$165). Additional
costs may apply for
negotiated camps and trips.

Netball

Length
Years 7-9 min. 3 full years

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs

Years 7-8: $380
Year 9: $391
Year 10: $413
Year 11: $308

A BHS netball uniform is also
required.

Prerequisites

Open to boys with a genuine interestin Australian Rules Football who demonstrate
high-level skill, commitment, and a desire to compete at school, club, regional, or
state level. The program is demanding and requires students to be motivated and
capable both academically and physically. Supported by nationally accredited
coaches from the school, community, and state football associations.

Subject Description

Students investigate fitness testing, strength and conditioning, nutrition, game
analysis, coaching, umpiring, injury prevention, skill acquisition, and sports
psychology. Guest speakers cover leadership, team dynamics, multiculturalism,
and sports injuries.

Knowledge and Skills

Tactics, movement patterns, attacking and defensive methods, fundamental
football skills, training methods and principles, fitness components, and energy
systems.

Transferable Skills
Communication, problem solving, and teamwork.

Leads To
20 SACE credits at Stage 1, VET, and university courses in sport, health, and
physical activity, with job opportunities in sports administration.

Contact
Steve Aulert, Curriculum Leader
Steve.Aulert417 @schools.sa.edu.au

Prerequisites

Open to girls who demonstrate talent and potential in netball. All accepted
students must play for a club outside of school. The program is demanding and
requires students to be motivated and capable both academically and physically.
There are a number of commitments outside of school hours.

Subject Description

Students maximise their development through netball coaching and training
within the school curriculum. Key areas include skill development, game sense,
fitness, umpiring, coaching, goal setting, nutrition, leadership, sports psychology,
and injury prevention and management.

Knowledge and Skills

Tactics, movement patterns, attacking and defensive methods, fundamental
netball skills, training methods and principles, fitness components, and energy
systems.

Transferable Skills
Communication, teamwork, problem solving, planning, and organisation.

Leads To

Nationally accredited courses with Netball Australia including foundation
coaching and umpiring, Stage 2 Workplace Practices, First Aid and further VET
and university pathways in sport and recreation.

Contact

Steve Aulert, Curriculum Leader
Steve.Aulert417 @schools.sa.edu.au

To Subjects Table



Design and
Technology

Length
1 semester

1 term Food
1 term Material

Prerequisites
Nil

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs

Students may need to
contribute some ingredients
for food practicals.

Digital Technolgies:
Genie in the Code

Length
1 semester

Prerequisites
Nil

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs

Equipment and materials may
be required. To be negotiated
with the class teacher.

Subject Description
Students solve real-world design problems through two areas:

Food Technology: Students develop food hygiene and kitchen management skills
and create a range of healthy and easy-to-prepare meals.

Material Technology: Students learn about workshop safety while designing
and make a project using both traditional workshop methods and advanced
manufacturing technologies, such as laser cutting and|or 3D printing.

Knowledge and Skills
Investigating and analysing design problems, designing and producing solutions,
and testing and evaluating products using the Design Cycle.

Transferable Skills
Communication, planning and organisation, and problem solving.

Leads To
Year 9 Material Construction, Year 9 Digital Technologies, Year 9 Food Technology
1 and 2, Year 9 Food Science, and Year 9 Textiles.

Contact
Emma Molloy, Curriculum Leader
Emma.Molloy573@schools.sa.edu.au

Subject Description

Students build foundational skills in digital technologies while reimagining
technology as an empathetic tool. Through project-based learning, students
design Al-driven web apps that respond to human emotions, habits, and
needs. Building interactive tools that respond to issues of fairness, safety and
personalisation.

Knowledge and Skills
Algorithmic thinking, HTML|CSS, APIs, debugging while applying UX design,
ethical Al principles, and iterative development of web apps.

Transferable Skills
Communication, planning, organisation, problem solving, self-management,
teamwork, and digital technology.

Leads To

Year 9 Digital Technologies, with practical skills supporting careers in digital
infrastructure, computer science, game design, data analysis, cybersecurity,
robotics, and engineering.

Contact

Emma Molloy, Curriculum Leader
Emma.Molloy573@schools.sa.edu.au

To Subjects Table



Food and Textiles

Length
1 semester

Prerequisites
Nil

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs

Students may need to
contribute some ingredients
for food practicals and
materials for textiles.

The Arts

Length
1 semester

1 term Visual Arts
1 term Performing Arts

Prerequisites
Nil

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs
Nil

Subject Description

Students plan and create a food product using current design trends and principles,
and design and produce a personalised fabric article with embellishments. Both
areas develop creativity, innovation, and practical skills.

Knowledge and Skills

Combining the properties of different technologies to design sustainable
solutions, considering social, ethical, economic, and environmental factors.
Students develop creativity and innovation with increasing independence.

Transferable Skills
Communication, planning and organisation, and problem solving.

Leads To
Year 9 Food Technology 1 and 2, Year 9 Textiles.

Contact
Emma Molloy, Curriculum Leader
Emma.Molloy573@schools.sa.edu.au

Subject Description

Students choose one or more performing arts specialisations alongside Visual
Arts.

Visual Arts: Students explore the topics of street art and still life, where they
continue to develop their drawing skills through their own graffiti names, as well
as learning painting techniques and colour theory.

Music: Students create original songs across different genres using music
software (Soundtrap), experimenting with drums, keyboard, guitar, and voice.
They develop understanding of musical elements through reading, writing, and
performing music.

Dance: Students explore hip hop, jazz, and contemporary dance styles,
developing choreographic techniques and ensemble skills, culminating in a formal
performance.

Drama: Students explore imagination, creativity, and collaboration through
mime, voice work, play-building, and scriptwriting. Units include Setting the
Scene, Modern Comedy, and Slapstick.

Knowledge and Skills
Understanding the value of visual and performing arts in the community through
working as artists and performers.

Transferable Skills
Communication, planning and organisation, problem solving, and technology.

Leads To

Year 9 Visual Arts, Media Arts, Drama, Music, or Dance. Pathways to cross-
curricular learning, school performances, and opportunities to exhibit within the
community.

Contact
Katrina Constantopoulos, Curriculum Leader

Katrina.Constantopoulos574@schools.sa.edu.au To Subjects Table



Specialist
Performing Arts

Length
1 semester

Prerequisites
Nil

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs
S30 for live performances
and specialist workshops.

Subject Description

Year 8 Specialist Performing Arts develops students’ skills in music, drama, and
dance. Students build their abilities in performing onaninstrument or voice, acting,
and dance technique across a range of genres and styles. Working collaboratively,
they enhance ensemble and stagecraft skills through creative tasks and rehearsal.
Progress is documented in a reflective journal, including research on key artists.
The course culminates in a group performance, showcasing their achievements.

Knowledgea and Skills

Expressing ideas through performance works in a studio setting, and viewing
and analysing performing arts works to understand their cultural and social
significance.

Transferable Skills
Communication, planning and organisation, problem solving, and technology.

Leads To

Year 9 Dance, Drama, or Music. Performance in the Arts Showcase, audition
for Dance Star and IM Music program, music ensembles, and attendance at an
Adelaide Festival or a Fringe performance.

Contact
Katrina Constantopoulos, Curriculum Leader
Katrina.Constantopoulos574@schools.sa.edu.au

To Subjects Table



Specialist
Visual Arts

Length
1 semester

Prerequisites
Nil

Assessment
A-E grades

Costs
Nil

Subject Description

Students work as independent practitioners in a studio setting, exploring ideas
through a diverse range of mediums and techniques. The course focuses on three
core areas — tonal drawing, mixed media, and still life painting — with learning
documented in a visual folio that also includes investigation of other artists’ work.

Knowledgea and Skills
Tonal understanding, shading, form and structure, brush and paint skills,
composition, observation, and combining materials.

Transferable Skills
Communication, planning and organisation, problem solving, and technology.

Leads To
Year 9 Visual Arts and further study in visual arts. Cross-curricular learning,
opportunities to exhibit within the community, and artistic competitions.

Contact
Katrina Constantopoulos, Curriculum Leader
Katrina.Constantopoulos574@schools.sa.edu.au
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